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Conde might be used to excite troubles in France,
while in the event of negotiations his extradition
was a concession which costing little might be dearly
sold. He was accordingly encouraged to hurry
secretly to Milan, where he was sumptuously enter-
tained in the Ducal palace.

Before leaving Brussels the Prince had seen his
wife safely lodged under the roof of the Archdukes.
A plot for her escape concerted before his departure
between her and the emissaries of her royal lover had
been betrayed by Henry's inability to conceal his
joyous anticipations. His disappointment when,
after leaving Paris with four coaches, he met on the
road from Flanders (February 15, 1610), not his
nymph, but a messenger who brought the news of
failure, was even greater and more open. " I am so
shrunk with my worries/' he wrote to one of his
agents at Brussels, " that I am nothing but skin and
bones. Everything disgusts me. I fly society, and
if out of civility I allow myself to be led into any
company my wretchedness is completed,"

Although she was treated with extreme kindness
by the Infanta neither Spanish devotion nor etiquette
were to the taste of Charlotte de Montmorency.
Her French attendants were gained by the King
and enlarged on the triumph and glories of which
she was deprived by her husband's jealousy. She
stimulated the impatience and passion of her royal
lover by her complaints and by the tenderness of
her replies to his letters. The Constable repeatedly
wrote, as he was instructed, to the Archdukes, beg-
ging them to allow his daughter to return to him.